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PRESS RELEASE 


On the eleventh day of our strike, many groups came forward to support us. We were 
joined by Lokayat a pune based activist group who sang protest songs to express their 
solidarity with our protest. Also, SFI and DYFI organized a combined protest in front of 
the FTII gate. 


Jaideep Ahlawat, 2008 FTII alumnus, most noted for his performances in Gangs of 
Wasseypur and Vishwaroopam, visited the campus and interacted with the students. 


On 234 June, there will be a protest in support of FTII students at Masab Tank in 
Hyderabad, at 11.30 am. Students from different universities and organisations along 
with independent film makers will be part of this meet. In Kottayam, there will be a 
protest march from Kottayam Collectorate to Thirunakkara Gandhi Square. 


Lending us support, AISF is organizing gate meetings in front of colleges to extend 
solidarity in support of FTII students in and around Beed, Maharashtra. 


Meanwhile, the students of FTII await a response from the I&B Ministry to open a 
dialodue. 


Background: 

The students at FTII entered an indefinite strike on 12th June to object against the 
newly appointed FTII Society, the apex body that steers the institute’s vision. The 
appoint mentees were found to have inadequate credentials unfitting of such 
prestigious posts. Mr. Gajendra Chauhan as the Chairman of FTII society along with 
other appointments raises questions over the opaque selection procedure, and puts in 
doubt the governments’ intention regarding the institute’s autonomy and vision. 


This is part of a larger phenomenon affecting institutes and organizations across the 
country such as IIT Bombay, IIM, NFDC, CBFC, MCRC and now FTII. The appointment of 
the Chairman and the other members to the FTII society, make us apprehensive of 
vested interests interfering in cultural and academic spaces. 


We have been receiving consistent support from eminent personalities like Adoor 
Gopalkrishnan, Girish Kasavaralli, Anand Patwardhan, Sriram Raghavan, Rakesh 
Sharma, Ajitha Suchitraveera, Hansal Mehta and many more. Student bodies at SRFTI, 
AISA, JNUSU, TISS, Jadavpur University, NSD and several others have also come forward 
to express their solidarity with our cause. 


